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Family break-ups are never easy, and our team of family 
law experts understand that this can be a difficult, stressful, 
and often confusing time. We understand the importance of 
providing clear and simple advice whilst also providing a value 
for money service.

Why not book an appointment for further advice and guidance 
without obligation by calling 01928 735333.  

Alternatively, please visit our website www.rowlinsons.co.uk for 
further information. 

Do you need a Solicitor?1 
If your situation is very simple, sometimes it is possible to deal 
with matters yourselves, however it is always best to get advice 
from a Family Law Specialist at the start of your case who will 
be able to advise you of the key points you need to be aware of. 
You may also need a Solicitor if:

You or your partner have children• 

There are properties, pensions or other assets to be • 
settled

There is any other complicating feature, such as • 
businesses, inheritance, of other parties involved.

If you decide to deal with matters yourself, you can contact 
your local County Court who will be able to provide you 
with further information. Please visit their website at 
www.hmcourts-service.gov.



What are the likely costs? 2 
The costs of a divorce, separation or dissolution of a Civil 
Partnership vary greatly depending on how complicated your 
case is and how far you and your partner can agree things 
between yourselves. At Rowlinsons, we will charge by how 
much time we spend on your case, however, you will always be 
given an estimate of the likely costs at the start of your case, 
and at regular intervals as your case progresses. However, you 
can book for a free no obligation appointment with us. 

If you are on low income, you may qualify for legal aid and you 
may wish to check your eligibility by visiting the Legal Services 
Commission website at www.legalservices.gov.uk. 

How long will it take? 3 
The time can vary depending on how quickly both of you can 
deal with your paperwork. It usually takes between 6 and 8 
months to get the final order in a divorce or dissolution of a Civil 
Partnership. 

It is often the financial side of matters that can take longer to 
complete, and it is important that they are dealt with at the time. 

Do you need to go to Court? 4 
It is not always necessary for you to go to Court when getting 
a divorce or dissolution of a Civil Partnership. If your partner 
agrees to sign the relevant papers, neither of you will need to go 
to Court. There are however, times when you will need to go to 
court:

If your partner objects or defends the application• 

If there is an argument about costs• 

If you need to go to Court, Rowlinsons Solicitors can explain the 
process to you fully.



Sorting out arrangements for the children.5 
Wherever possible, you and you partner should try and agree 
the arrangements for the children between yourselves. These 
arrangements should include:

Where the children will live• 

What contact they will have with both parents• 

Whether the children will need to change schools• 

Who will pay for the children• 

Sometimes, it is not possible for parents to agree about the 
children, and when this is the case, it is important to get legal 
advice from a Family Law specialist. At Rowlinsons, we will 
suggest that you and your partner should go to mediation to try 
and sort out the arrangements with the help of an independent 
third person. This is often a good way of resolving problems for 
the long term benefit of both parents and, most importantly, the 
children. It can also help to reduce your legal bill and help to 
resolve disputes, more effectively.

Occasionally, it will be necessary for a Judge to be involved 
particularly if:

There are issues of alcohol or drug use by a parent • 
or guardian

There are concerns that one parent might disappear • 
with the children or leave the area

One parent stops the other parent from seeing the • 
children

In any of these circumstances, we will advise you about applying 
to Court. Your solicitor will explain the process to you, and will 
also explain the likely costs.



Sorting out the arrangements for the finances.6 
If you can agree with your partner about money matters, it is 
often a good idea to try and do this. Again, it may be advisable 
to try mediation. 

Sometimes, financial matters can be quite complicated 
especially if they include any of the following:

Businesses• 

Jointly owned properties• 

Properties owned by one partner only• 

Pensions, particularly Forces Pensions, Police • 
Pensions and other Government Pensions

Inheritance• 

Large amounts of savings, shares and other assets• 

Large amounts of debt, particularly in one person’s • 
name only

There are children of the family• 

You are unsure what assets your partner may • 
actually have

If any of the above are relevant in your case, or if you are unsure 
what you might be entitled to, you must seek legal advice.  You 
could be entitled to a larger proportion of the assets than you 
think, at Rowlinsons, we will explain everything to you, including 
whether you need to go to Court.

REMEMBER – if you own a property with your partner, you need 
to understand what will happen to the property if you or your 
partner dies. If you don’t want your partner to inherit all of your 
property, you will need to take action immediately.



Collaborative Law7 
Collaborative Law is a new approach built upon mutual problem 
solving. Both parties work with their own solicitors to reach 
agreements without the need for costly and stressful court 
battles. The parties and their lawyers sign an agreement that 
neither side will take the matter to a Court, and that all parties 
agree to be open and honest in their discussions. All the parties 
are focused on looking for solutions, rather than confrontation. 
If either party leave the Collaborative Law process, and issue 
a Court application, new lawyers must be instructed for both 
parties.

Collaborative Law is a revolutionary approach which helps 
reduce emotional cost on couples and their children when 
families split.

Collaborative Law is not suitable for all couples, but it is an 
attractive alternative to settling family disputes in a conciliatory 
manner, focusing always on minimising the financial and 
emotional pain family breakdown can cause.

Rowlinsons have a Collaboratively trained Lawyer available to 
explain the Collaborative process in more detail, and help you 
decide if it is the right option for you.

Things to remember:8 
Emotions tend to run very high shortly after • 

separation. Remember to try and consider the long term 
implications, and wherever possible, behave in a civilised 
way. 

If you think that you can sensibly negotiate an • 
agreement with your partner, where you are both thinking 
realistically and are both prepared to compromise to 
reach a fair agreement, you should seriously consider 
going for mediation.



Never•  involve the children in the adults’ disputes. 
The Courts take a very dim view of parents who stop 
contact or use their children for financial gain. The Courts 
will always look at the welfare of the children before they 
do anything, and you and your partner should do this 
too. 

You should always be • open and honest when dealing 
with legal matters, particularly with financial matters. You 
may be severely penalised by the Court if you try to hide 
anything, deceive your partner or the Court, or lie. It can 
also dramatically increase you legal costs and lengthen 
proceedings if you do.

Be • fair and reasonable – often people have 
unrealistic ideas about what they want or expect to get 
following a separation. The Courts will always look at 
what is fair, reasonable and appropriate.

Never•  withhold information.  Your Solicitor is there to 
help you, and to be able to do that, they need you to be 
open and honest with them.

If in doubt ask!•  The process for divorce, dissolution 
of Civil Partnership, and separation can be confusing 
and you will be given lots of information and advice. If 
at any point you don’t understand, or can’t remember 
something, just ask.

Always • check that your Solicitor has the correct 
information.   If you are sent draft letters or documents, 
always check these through carefully. Make sure they are 
correct and accurate and reflect what you have said.

Don’t ignore letters or Court Orders!•  Often it is too 
easy to bury your head in the sand and hope that things 
will go away. If your Solicitor writes to you, it is often 
because they need you to do something or they need 
to advise you about something important. If you ignore 
things, it is likely that a Court will make Orders that you 
know nothing about and that may be detrimental to you.



Always•  consider taking independent financial advice. 
Your Solicitor can refer you to an appropriate advisor. 
It is always best to get as much information as you can 
before you make any decisions.

Make sure you know your financial position. If you • 
don’t know, make enquiries and find out. You will need 
copies of all of your financial papers for your Solicitor, 
everything from pensions, to life insurances, to bank 
statements. Your Solicitor needs as much information 
as possible to advise you and better negotiate on your 
behalf.
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